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BCOM Resumes Historic Relationship With 
Westminster 

BCOM is very pleased to announce that it has 
resumed its historic and highly successful validation 
relationship with the University of Westminster. 
Westminster was BCOM's partner university from 
1991 to 2008,  a period that saw the College 
develop a range of highly praised degrees and an 
unparallelled academic and research reputation in 
the osteopathic sector.  BCOM was briefly validated 
by London Metropolitan University but following 
various changes, BCOM and Westminster have 
agreed to work together again, this time with the 
additional advantage of public funding for our full-
time students. In a statement to students and 
applicants, the BCOM Board of Governors stated 
that it "believes that this is a very positive step 
forward for the College and its students and should 
ensure the provision of a stable funding 
arrangement for the future." 

 
99% of Camden Patients "Met" or 
"Exceeded" Expectations With BCOM 
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BCOM Welcomes New 
Vice-Principal 

BCOM is delighted to 
welcome its new Vice-
Principal (Academic), Dr 
Michael Carter, to the 
College. He joins BCOM 
from the Faculty of 
Health & Medical 
Sciences at the 
University of Surrey, 
where he has been a 
Reader in Virology, 
Director of Postgraduate 
Studies and Chair of 
University Student 
Progress and 
Assessment Board. He 
was also made a Fellow 
of the Higher Education 
Academy in 2007. BCOM 
Principal, Dr. Ian 
Drysdale, said, “We are 
very pleased to welcome 
Dr Carter on board and 
look forward to the 
implementation of his 
excellent academic 
history and particular 
interest in postgraduate 
and research work. I 
believe he will have a 
great impact on the 
ongoing development of 
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Patients in Camden referred to osteopathy through 
their GPs have given their treatment, and the 
choice of coming to BCOM, the thumbs up. The 
approval came in a recent survey conducted to 
determine levels of satisfaction from those referred 
to the borough's British College of Osteopathic 
Medicine. The overwhelming majority (99%) also 
said that osteopathic treatment either met or 
exceeded their expectations and, as a result, they 
would now recommend it to friends and relatives. 
The College has been delighted by an astonishingly 
positive response, which it has been very pleased 
to feed back to Camden PCT and local GPs.  

Did you know about our Children's Clinics? 

BCOM is currently promoting its free Children's 
Clinic on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays at its 
Frazer House clinic.  All child treatments are by 
fourth-year Masters students under supervision by 
experienced osteopaths. What's more, any parent 
making a first consultation for their child can also 
book a free one for themselves, either on a 
Children's Clinic or another day.  Close to local 
schools in Swiss Cottage, Frognal and Belsize Park, 
with parking for patients, it's a great way to sort 
out issues around sports injury, aches and pains, 
weight and posture issues, or just to plan for your 
family's health. To find out more, download a 
leaflet at  www.bcom.ac.uk/patients/ or call the 
Clinic direct on 020 7435 7830.  

A Warm Welcome To Our New Students 
(And Our Old Ones Too...) 

The new academic year is upon us and the Bee 
wishes to offer a warm welcome to all our new Year 
1 students. It's a large intake for us this year - a 
testament to the hard work of our Registry staff, 
who report that the 2009 intake arrive with some 
of the highest A level results and most diverse work 
backgrounds ever. It's welcome back to Years 2, 3 
and 4...and back to work for all of us too now it's 
autumn again! 

 
Research News At BCOM 

the College.” Dr Carter 
read Biochemistry at St. 
Catherine’s College, 
Oxford before reading 
for a PhD degree in 
Virology at Cambridge. 
He is also a member of 
editorial boards for a 
range of journals.  

BCOM Clinic Tutor 
Brian Joseph 
celebrates 45 years 
in practice 

Last month BCOM Senior 
Clinic Tutor Brian Joseph 
celebrated a notable 
anniversary – 45 years 
as an osteopath. Brian 
graduated as an 
osteopath in 1964 and 
has been in practice ever
since, joining the College
in 1991. Leaving school 
with three A Levels, he 
had little idea of what he 
wanted to do. During a 
consultation on Harley 
Street, Brian was told 
osteopathy might make 
a good profession for 
him - and it certainly 
has! Inevitably, Brian 
has witnessed a lot of 
change over the past 45 
years.  
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In BCOM's continuing commitment to research,  the 
Bee can report on the recent activity of our full-
time researchers. Head of Academic Studies Dr 
Simon Dyall recently represented the College at the 
31st ASBMR Bone & Mineral Research conference in 
Denver, Colorado, where BCOM featured work on 
fracture risk and prediction and the bone health of 
vegans. Head of Anatomy Dr Arjmand Saaid 
attended the inaugural International Symposium of 
Clinical and Applied Anatomy in Novi Sad, Serbia, 
delivering his paper, Unusual Bilateral Termination 
of the Cephalic Vein. Meanwhile, in new projects, 
BCOM Exercise Physiology lecturer Mark Hines is 
currently participating in a fascinating new project 
studying the recovered bones of sailors who died 
on the historic 16th-century shipwreck,  the Mary 
Rose. As these men would have died in good 
health, it is hoped the project will reveal secrets 
and new information about the nutritional intake, 
health and anatomy of the English sailors of the 
period.  

 

 
Unusual sacrum samples may show the effect of a sailor's working 

life - with young boys often starting at sea at 12 years old - on the 

body 

Image courtesy of the Mary Rose Trust 

 
Also, osteopaths, don't forget: BCOM is sponsoring 
the 8th International Conference on Advances in 
Osteopathic Research (ICAOR) in Milan 23 – 25th 
April 2010. For details and registration forms: 

www.bcom.ac.uk/research/icaor  
 

Still Not Enough BCOM? 

 
We're on Facebook, so come join our discussions, 

 

"The biggest 
excitement," he says, "is 
the increasing 
accessibility of 
treatment, and from 
there, the increasing 
acknowledgement of 
osteopathy's benefits, 
and the acceptance. 
Osteopathy is much 
more respected today 
than it was, 
tremendously so." 
Referring to the 
increasing demand for 
evidenced-based 
treatments, Brian also 
agrees that there needs 
to be more emphasis on 
research: "We've got it 
good at BCOM because it
has a really strong 
research community, but
there must be more of it,
and for good reason." 
BCOM is also honouring 
Brian's career by inviting 
him to be Guest of 
Honour at our 
Graduation Ceremony on
30 October. 
 

Who Are We? 

The British College of 
Osteopathic Medicine 
has been training 
osteopaths in London 
since 1936. We currently 
offer two degrees, the 
Masters in Osteopathy, a 
four-year undergraduate 
integrated masters, and 
the BSc (Hons) 
Osteopathy academic 
top-up for Osteopathy 
Diploma holders - as 
well as CPD courses. 
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post your own favourite links, news and photos. 
 
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?
ref=home#/group.php?gid=98675678946&ref=ts   

 
That's it for now. See you next time. 

 
 
 

 

BCOM is the only UK 
institution to have been 
granted "approval 
without conditions" by 
the General Osteopathic 
Council. We have 
teaching and research 
clinics, principally at our 
campus in London NW3, 
where we engage with 
our local communities 
and the cutting-edge of 
the profession and the 
wider scientific world.   
www.bcom.ac.uk. 
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